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Ocean/ENVIR 260, Winter 2006

Field Trip 1


The purpose of this field trip is to examine the impacts of past human alterations and present restoration activities on upland forest (Taylor Mountain Forest) and lowland agricultural (Log Cabin Reach) sites adjacent to salmon streams. You examined these sites using the Internet Map Server in Lab 2. Both sites are in the Issaquah Creek watershed and were recently purchased by King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land resources Division, for conservation purposes.

Part I: Taylor Mountain Forest (Bill Loeber, King County, guide)

See the accompanying background material derived from The Taylor Mountain Forest Stewardship Plan to help prepare for the field trip and answer the questions below. The Plan is online at: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/watersheds/samm/taylor-mountain-plan.htm.

1) Forest History

a) What was the historical use of this property? 

b) When did King County acquire the Taylor Mountain Forest? What are the management goals for the site?

c) What was originally planned for the Taylor Mountain Forest until the county acquired it? What would have been undesirable about that plan from a natural resource point of view?

d) What major publicly-owned land-use parcels lie just north & south of the Taylor Mt. Forest, who owns & manages them, and what are they used for?

2) Forest Condition

a) When was the area first logged?

b) How recently was most of this forest commercially logged?

c) What sorts of harmful forest practices were used for these earlier logging episodes?

d) What are the major types of forest cover in the areas we visited? What accounts for the presence of this type of forest cover?

e) What is the state of health of this forest cover?

f) What is undesirable about this type and condition of forest cover?

3) Forest Restoration

a) What is the county doing to restore a more desirable type of forest cover in the area we visited?

b) What forest practices are being used to minimize impacts from these restoration activities?

4) Streams

a) What are the two main streams in the Taylor Mt. Forest? What larger stream do these tributaries join to form?

b) What are the values of these streams for fish?

c) What characteristics provide the values of these streams for fish?

d) What impacts have the streams suffered?

e) What is the County doing to protect these streams?

f) What is the erosion potential within the Taylor Mt. Forest?

g) What instances of erosion have occurred near these streams?

h) What is the status of wetlands within the Taylor Mt. Forest?

5) Other Values

a) What use does the Taylor Mt. Forest have for terrestrial wildlife? How is it being managed to preserve & enhance these values?

Part II: Log Cabin Reach (Mary Maier, King County, guide)

See the accompanying background material derived from Log Cabin Reach Site Management Guidelines to help prepare for the field trip and answer the questions below. The guidelines are online at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/lands/natural/log-cabin-reach.htm.

2) Reach History

a) What was the history of the site before it was acquired by King County?

b) What are the ecological connections of the Log Cabin Reach site to adjacent ecological lands?

c) What are the general goals for King County Ecological Lands such as Log Cabin Reach?

d) How does the county plan to balance public access and ecological values on this site?

e) How did King County fund the purchase of Log Cabin Reach? What requirements must be met as a condition of this funding?

6) Reach Conditions (see Management Plan  for details)

a) What is the physical condition of the portion of Issaquah Creek within the Reach? What attributes contribute to this condition?

b) How is extensive is channel migration of Issaquah Creek within the Reach?

c) What is the condition of prey organisms for fry & parr in Issaquah Creek??

d) What vegetation cover is present in the riparian zone within the Reach?

e) What vegetation cover is present in the upland areas we visited within the Reach?

f) What invasive plant species occur within the Reach, and what problems can they cause?

g) What is the condition of the wetland on the Reach property?

7) Reach Restoration

a) What actions is the county proposing and conducting to enhance the ecological value of the riparian zone within the Reach site, and what would be their intended benefits?

b) What actions is the county proposing to enhance the ecological value of the wetland zone within the Reach site, and what would be their intended benefits?
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